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Message Text 

UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 01 BRUSSE 04153 022006Z 
ACTION TRSE-00 

INFO OCT-01 EUR- 1 2 ISO-OO EB-08 10-14 AID-05 CIAE-00 
COME-OO FRB-01 INR-10 NSAE-00 USIA-15 XMB-04 
OPIC-06 SP-02 LAB-04 SIL-01 OMB-01 /084 W 

092055 030537Z/11 

R 021924Z MAR 78 
FM AMEMBASSY BRUSSELS 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 5247 

UNCLAS BRUSSELS 04153 

PASS TREASURY 

E.O. 11652: N/A 

TAGS: EFIN, IMF, IBRD, BE 

SUBJECT: BELGIAN RESPONSE TO BLUMENTHAL MESSAGE ON 
IMF/IBRD SALARIES 

REF: (A) STATE 43945; (B) BRUSSELS 3945 

1. IN A LETTER DATED MARCH 1, 1978, MINISTER OF FINANCE 
GEENS HAS RESPONDED TO BLUMENTHAL MESSAGE ON IMF/IBRD 
SALARIES (REFTEL (A)). LETTER STATES THAT GEENS DOES NOT 
SHARE THE SECRETARY'S POSITION AND EXPLAINS BELGIAN VIEW 
IN TERMS ALREADY REPORTED (REFTEL (B». LETTER CON- 
CLUDES THAT BELGIUM WOULD THUS "NOT FEEL IT APPROPRIATE 
TO OPPOSE COST-OF LIVING INCREASES FOR THE STAFFS OF IMF 
AND IBRD EFFECTIVE MARCH 1, 1978". 

2. GEENS ASKS THAT AMBASSADOR TRANSMIT THE BELGIAN RE- 
ACTION TO SECRETARY BLUMENTHAL AND ADDS THAT HE LOOKS FOR- 
WARD VERY MUCH TO SEEING THE SECRETARY AGAIN NEXT MONTH 
IN MEXICO. 

3. COPY OF LETTER BEING POUCHED TO TREASURY/OASIA- 
SCHWARTZ. CHAMBERS 

UNCLASSIFIED 
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